
Viewing Guide:  David Macauley’s Cathedral 
 

1. What building dominated the skyline of late 
medieval towns? 

 
2. What does the word “cathedral” mean? 

 
3. What was the shape of the floor plan of a western 

medieval cathedral? 
 

4. How is Gothic architecture different from 
Romanesque? 

 
5. Identify each of the following terms:  flying 

buttress, tracery, rose window, relic, gargoyle, bay, 
chapter. 

 
6. How did the stained glass in a medieval cathedral 

serve as an important teaching device?  


